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CNSC Director General of Power Reactor Regulation Gerry Frappier 
and COG President Fred Dermarkar (above) presented the Canadian 
National Report. The CNSC’s Executive Vice-President and Chief 
Regulatory Officer, Ramzi Jammal, was elected president of the 
Seventh Review meeting.

Read the presentation:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/pdfs/Presentations/VP/2017/pres-cns-7rm-canadas-

national-report-eng.pdf

Read the Canadian National Report for the Convention on Nuclear Safety:

http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/pubs_catalogue/uploads/Canadian-National-

Report-for-Convention-on-Nuclear-Safety-Seventh-Report-eng.pdf 

Read the responses to questions raised from peer review of Canada’s Seventh 
National Report for the Convention on Nuclear Safety report:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/pubs_catalogue/uploads/Canadian-National-

Report-for-Convention-on-Nuclear-Safety-Seventh-Report-eng.pdf

For more information on Canada’s participation in the Seventh Review 
Meeting of the Convention on Nuclear Safety, visit:

http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/reactors/power-plants/convention-on-nuclear-

safety/index.cfm#sec2   

Canada’s reports for the Seventh Review Meeting emphasize 
a commitment to openness and transparency, research and 
development, peer review, sharing operating experience, safety 
culture and continuous improvement. Achievements highlighted 
include Canada’s excellent nuclear safety record; enhancements 
to the nuclear regulatory framework; and the completion of the 
Fukushima action items, which addressed safety improvements 
aimed at strengthening defence in depth and enhancing onsite 
emergency response.

Canada has been one of the staunchest promoters and 
supporters of the Convention’s objectives and was one of the 
first countries to ratify the Convention in 1994.  Recognized as a 
leader in nuclear safety, the CNSC’s Executive Vice-President and 
Chief Regulatory Officer, Ramzi Jammal, was elected as president 
of the Seventh Review meeting. Since Mr. Jammal took on the 
role as president, he has advocated to increase participation and 
transparency, and to improve the exchange of information at the 
Seventh Review Meeting.

Dermarkar attended the event to support COG members and 
to identify opportunities to further address challenges that may 
face CANDU operators. The meeting also provided an opportunity 
to share operating experience (OPEX) and solutions created by 
COG members with the rest of the international nuclear industry.

“It is a chance for us to learn from others and to contribute to 
strengthening nuclear safety worldwide by sharing our experience 
as well,” says Dermarkar. “For example, Romania was cited for good 
performance because of its use of OPEX feedback through the 
COG screening committee.”

Dermarkar adds that the meeting in Vienna provides an excel-
lent opportunity to connect with COG’s international members to 
get a deeper understanding of both the challenges they face as 
well as the efforts they are making to strengthen their respective 
nuclear safety programs.
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On March 30, a Canadian delegation led by the Canadian
Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) Director General of Power 

Reactor Regulation, Gerry Frappier, presented the Canadian 
National Report at the Seventh Review Meeting of the Convention 
on Nuclear Safety. 

The meeting hosted by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency in Vienna from March 27 – April 7 creates a forum for 
nuclear operators and regulators worldwide to convene every 
three years and report on their nuclear safety programs relevant 
to the convention. It is also an opportunity to review other 
country’s nuclear safety programs, as well as discuss common 
issues, proposals and to create a summary report. The goal is 
to challenge and learn from others in an effort to continuously 
strengthen nuclear safety around the world.

In its presentation, the Canadian delegation, which included 
CANDU Owners Group (COG) President Fred Dermarkar, outlined 
how Canada continues to meet its obligations under the terms 
of the Convention and has strong measures in place for the safe 
operation of nuclear power plants in Canada, as well as to protect 
the health and safety of the public and the environment.

“Safety is always the industry’s first priority,” says Dermarkar. “When 
we collaborate to strengthen nuclear safety, we build upon the most 
foundational aspect of our operations and our social licence.”
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